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Abstract In this work we consider a class of nonlinear viscous transport equations describing
aggregation phenomena in biology. We demonstrate the existence of solutions with initial data
in Morrey spaces. We analyze the asymptotic stability of solutions persistence at large times.

1 Introduction

In this work, we consider the Cauchy problem for the heat equation corrected by the nonlocal
and nonlinear transport term

ur=Au—V - (u(VK xu)), z € R", t >0, (1.1)

u(z,0) = up(x), z € R™ (1.2)

This model has been used to describe collective motion and aggregation phenomena in bio-
logy and mechanics of continuous media, where the unknown v = wu(z, ) represents either the
population density of a species or the density of particles in a granular media. Here, n > 2 and
the Kernel VK € L'(R™) is a given function (the symbol “ * ” denotes the convolution with
respect to the variable x).

In the literature, aggregation equations have been greatly studied. For the case of (1.1) with-
out the diffusion term, Laurent [18] proved several local and global existence results for a class
of Kernels K with different regularity. We refer the reader to [7, 8, 9, 10] and references therein
for results on existence and blowup of solutions to the IVP for the inviscid aggregation equation.

Moreover, we refer the reader to the works [2, 3, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 23] for the case of (1.1)
and its generalizations considered either in whole space or in a bounded domain. It is worth
highlighting that (1.1) contains, as a particular case, the elliptical chemotaxis parabolic system,
whose simplified formula is described by

up=Au—V - (uVv), x € R" t >0, (1.3)

0=Av—av+u, (1.4)

where o > 0 is a given constant. In fact, taking the kernel K = K (z) as the fundamental solution
of the operator —A 4 aId, one can rewrite (1.4) as v = K « u. Then, substitute this formula into
(1.3) we obtain (1.1). We refer the reader to works [5, 6, 17, 19, 22] and to the references therein
for mathematical results on systems modeling chemotaxis. In particular, in [4], it was obtained
a global existence of solutions to the parabolic-elliptic system of chemotaxis on Morrey spaces
framework.

We can also cite [13], where Karch studies the local/global-in-time existence of solutions to
(1.1) — (1.2), with initial data in Lebesgue space, for a class of kernels K : R® — R strongly
singular, that is, VK € L9 (R") for a some ¢’ € [I,n] and VK ¢ LP(R") for all p > n. Notice
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that any functions VK satisfying [VK| ~ |z|'=" as |z| — 0 and rapidly decreasing if |z| — oo
is strongly singular when n > 2. Therefore, as we are assuming VK € L!(R"), this kind of
functions are particular examples of admissible Kernels K for our model.

Furthermore, in this work we consider the Cauchy problem (1.1) — (1.2) and show global-in-
time existence of solutions with initial data in Morrey spaces, which makes our problem more
general than those existing in the literature up to the present moment, by our knowledge.

Still in connection with this type of equation, it is worth highlighting that in [15], Karch
developed the general theory to study the Cauchy problem for the parabolic equation

uy = Au + B(u,u), (1.5)

u(z,0) = up(x), (1.6)

what encompasses a lot of models. Karch showed existence of global in time solutions assuming
some scaling property of the equation as well as of the norm of the Banach space in which the
solutions are constructed. However the bilinear form B(-,-) in (1.5) has the scaling order less
than 2 (see [15], page 535 for more details). In our work, we got a result of existence where the
bilinear form does not need to be homogeneous, since the only assumption made for the operator
K is that its gradient lies in L' (R™). In addition, our initial condition belongs to a bigger space
than the Karch’s.

Moreover, we analyze the asymptotic stability of solutions persistence for large times. Quali-
tative aspects, like symmetry of solutions, also are demonstrated. For results of this type for
semilinear fractional heat equations we refer [1].

This manuscript is organized as follows. In the next section we review basic properties about
Morrey spaces and the notion of mild solution for the IVP (1.1) — (1.2). We state our results in
Section 3 (see Theorem 3.1 and Theorem 3.3) and prove them in Section 4.

2 Preliminaries

2.1 Function spaces and definitions

In this section, we review some properties about Morrey spaces. The reader is referred to
[16] for further details about them.
For 1 < p < oo and 0 < \ < n, the Morrey space M, x = M, »(R™) is defined as

M ={f € L. (R")  [[fl[p,x < o0}, (2.1)
where N
[fllpa = sup  {R7?| fllLe(Br(zo)} (22)
I()ER”, R>0

and Bg(z9) C R™ is the closed ball with center z and radius R. The space M, » endowed
with || - ||,,» is a Banach space. In particular, M,, o = L? for p > 1, and also M, g is the Ba-
nach space of finite measures, which can also be denoted as M. We include L™ = L>*(R") =
{f:R" 5> R:|flloc <o a.e.in R"} between Morrey spaces, taking p = co or A = n in the
notation My, ».

If % = %, we obtain the continuous inclusion
LY C ./\/lpy)\. (23)

We have the following scaling for || - ||,

n—>A
Ilf(a)lpr=a" 7 [[fllpn, forall a > 0. (2.4)

Holder inequality holds true in the framework of Morrey spaces. Precisely, if 1 < p; < oo

) I B B A XN
andOg)\l<nw1thm_pl+p2andp3_pz—l—p],then

||fg||p37)\3 < ||f||p17>\1 ||g||pz,>\2' (2.5)
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Young type inequalities hold true in Morrey spaces, thatis, if 1 <p < ooe 0 < A < n, then
forg € L'(R™) and f € M,

lg * fllpx < llglltll fllp.a- (2.6)

The notation || - ||; denotes the norm in L!(R").

2.2 Mild solutions
The linearization of (1.1) — (1.2) is the Cauchy problem for the linear heat equation

ug —Au =0, x € R", t >0, 2.7

u(z,0) = up(x), z € R™, (2.8)
which solution is given by
u(t) = G(t)uo,

2
[z

where G(t) is the convolution operator with kernel g(z,t) = (4nt) =% e~ .
Then, according Duhamel’s principle, the problem (1.1) — (1.2) is formally equivalent to the
integral system
u(t) = G(t)ug + Bu,u)(t), t >0, 2.9)

where
Blu,v)(t) = — /0 VLGt — $)(u(VE = v))(s)ds. 2.10)

Throughout this paper, solutions of (2.9) are called mild ones for (1.1) — (1.2).

3 Results

The aim of this section is to state our results for the Cauchy problem (1.1) — 1.2. We start
by performing a scaling analysis in order to find the correct indexes for Kato-Fujita type norms
based on Morrey spaces. If u is a classical solution for (1.1) — (1.2), then the rescaled function

uo(z,t) = au(azx, a’t), forall a > 0, (3.1

is also solution since the VK is a homogeneous function of degree —n. With this motivation,
the scaling map of (1.1) — (1.2) can be defined as

U — Ug. (3.2)

We observe that a solution u is called self-similar when it is invariant by (3.2), that is, u = uq
for all « > 0.
Formally, making ¢ — 0% in (3.2), one obtains the scaling map associated to the initial
condition
up(z) — aug(az). (3.3)

We want that initial data uo be in a Morrey spaces such that its norm is invariant for (3.2).
Then, from the last observation, we choose the space M,, 5, withp = n — .

LetneN,n>2,0<A<n—1,1 < p<q< oco. Consider the parameters p = n — A and
n=4%- ”2—_(1’\, and let BC((0, c0), X) stand for the class of continuous and bounded functions
from (0, 00) to a Banach space X. Global-in-time solution u = u(z,¢) will be sought in the
scaling-invariant Kato-Fujita class

E, ={ue BC((0,00), My »); t"u € BC((0,00), My )}, 3.4)
which is a Banach space with the norm

lullz, = sup [lu(-, t)llp.x + supt?[lu(-,t)]lq,x- (3.5)
t>0 t>0

Our well-posedness result reads as follows.
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Theorem 3.1. Assume thatn € N,n >2,0< A <n—-1, VK € L', 1 < p < q < oo, with

1< %,p:n—)\, %#—é <landn= % — ”z_q’\. Suppose that ug € My, x. Let My, M, be as in

Lemma 4.3, M = maz{M,, M} and 0 < & < g}7.

(i) (Existence and uniqueness) There exists 6 = 6(¢) > 0 such that (1.1)—(1.2) has a global
solution u € E, provided |luo||p,x < 6. This solution is the unique one satisfying ||u| g, < 2e.

(ii) (Continuous dependence) The solution u depends continuously on initial data ug. Moreover,
u(-,t) — uo(+) in D'(R™) when t — 0.

(iii) (Symmetry) The solution v is odd (even) in R™, t > 0, whenever ug and K are odd (even).

It is observed that, in this case, the solution w is not self-similar (v = wu,), otherwise, K
would be homogeneous of degree 1 — n, which implies VK (belonging to L') as homogeneous.
This would be incongruous, since LP spaces does not contain homogeneous functions.

Remark 3.2. (i) (Local-in-time well-posedness) In order to obtain a local-in-time version of
Theorem 3.1, the smallness hypothesis on the initial condition must be replaced by that on
existence time 7" > 0.

Here, the space E, previously defined must also be redefined by the following local spaces:
E,r ={ue BC((0,T), My »);limsup t"||u(-, ) 4, = O}.
t—0+

Moreover, the initial data ug € M, » is such that

limsup t"||G (¢)ugl[g.x = 0. (3.6)
t—0+

However, in particular, uq satisfies (3.6) when it belongs to subspace M, x C M, y, which
is defined by the following condition

I € Mp,/\ < lim |7, f — fllpx =0,
y—0

where 7, indicates the translation 7, (z) = f(z — y) for y € R™.

Since that the semigroup {G(t)}+>¢ is not strongly continuous at ¢ = 0" on M, , we

need to restrict ourselves to M,, 5, which is the maximal closed subspace of M,, , where
{7y }yern is strongly continuous (see [16], Lemma 3.1).

(73) (Alternative blow up) As discuss in (i), the local-in-time version of Theorem 3.1 is obtained
considering the initial data ug € M, , which implies the existence of the solution  in the
space C'([0, Tynaz), Mp ), Where T}, > O stands for the maximal existence time.

Moreover, if 7,4, < oo then we have the solution blows up at finite time, i.e., ||u(-, )|/, x» —
oo whent — T . ; otherwise we have T},,,, = 00, and the solution v is global-in-time. We

can cite [1, 24, 25, 26] for more results about blow up for nonlinear diffusion equations.

Theorem 3.3. (Asymptotic stability) Under the hypotheses of Theorem 3.1, let u and v be two
solutions as in the Theorem 3.1 with initial data ugy and v, respectively. We have that

lim_[[G(£) (o — o) lpx = lim_#7|G(#) (o — v0) g = 0 (3.7)

t—+o00

if and only if

lim u(-,t) = v t)|[pr =

t—+oo t

tim_ 7, t) = o) ]lgn = 0. (3.8)
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4 Proofs of the results

In this part, we prove the results that were stated in the previous section. Initially, we will
start by recalling an abstract fixed point lemma which will be useful for our ends. For a proof,
see e.g. [20].

Lemma 4.1. Let X be a Banach space with norm || - ||x and B : X x X — X be a continuous
bilinear map, that is, there N > 0 such that

||B(£E1,$2)||X < NHiL’]”)(Hl'znx, forall X1, Iy € X. (41)

Lety € X,y # 0and |ly||x < e If0 < e < gk, then exists a unique solution x € &. = {z €
X :|lz||lx < 2e} for equation x = y + B(x,xz). The solution is the limit in X of the iterated
sequence 1 =y and p41 =y + Bz, xn), n > 1.

4.1 Estimates for G(t) and V_,G(t) in Morrey spaces

The next lemma provides us estimates for G(¢) and V,G(t) in Morrey spaces, whose proof
can be seen e.g. [16].

Lemma 4.2. Let 1 < pi,pp < coand0 < Aj,  p < n. Ifn > ";—1’\‘ > ";—2’\2 > 0, there exists a
constant C = C(p1,p2, M1, A2) > 0, such that

1 [ n—X

_1(n=X_n—X
IG(0) fllpnns < CE T ) s, 42)

and

n—X  n=X,
1

V2 G0 f e < €t 0552 £ 43)

forall f € My, x, and allt > 0.

4.2 Bilinear estimates

As already seen in this work, we use the following bilinear operator notation appearing in
2.9)

Blu, v)(t) = — /Ot VoGt — 8)(u(VE #v))(s)ds.

Lemma 4.3. Under the hypotheses of the Theorem 3.1 and considering r > 1 satisfying % + é =
%, there exist constants My, M, > 0 such that

sup || B(u, v)(t)[lpx < My supt”|[u(t)]lgxsup |[[v(t)]lp,x (4.4)
t>0 t>0 t>0
and
SupthB(u, U)(t)HqJ\ < M, Supt"HU(t)Hq,A supt”Hv(t)| Y 4.5)
t>0 t>0 t>0
forallu,v € E,.
Proof. By Lemma 4.2, we have
t
1B(w,0)()llpr < / IVaG(t — 5)(u(VE % 0))(s)llpr ds
t
< c/ (t—8) T (VK «0)(8) o ds. (46)
0

Therefore, Holder inequality (2.5) and then Young inequality (2.6) yield

[u()llgx | (VK %) (s)llp.a
[u(s)llg.x VK] [lv(s)llp.x- (4.7)

[(w(VE %)) ()l

IA

IN



AGGREGATION EQUATIONS IN MORREY SPACES 373

Inserting (4.7) into (4.6) and since ”2—;’\ + ”2—71’\ = ”2;)‘, we get

1B, ) () llp.x

IN

¢ _1_n=X
C VK] / (t— )37 () llaon [10(3)pa ds

IN

¢ _1l_n=Xx _
C VK supt”[u()llgn sup [o(t)]lpx / (t— )35 s ds
t>0 t>0 0

1
_l_n=Xx _1,mn=X
= CIVE suptu(®)a supllo(®llpn [ (1= 5)7H T s R as
t>0 t>0 0
= Mysupt"|u(t)]lqxsup[[v(t)]lp.a- (4.8)
>0 >0
Then, from (4.8) we have
sup || B(u, v)(t)[lp,x < Misupt?|[u(t)||g.x sup [v(t)]]p,a-
>0 >0 >0

The estimate (4.5) follows at once from Lemma 4.2 and inequalities (2.5) and (2.6), in fact

B Olas < o VLGt — $)(u(VE #0))(s)]ands

t _l_n=x n-A
< Ct”/(t—s) AT (W(VE % 0))(3)] .0 ds
0
¢ _1l_n=X
< ot [t 9T ulo) o [T 5 0)(5) s
0
¢ _1l_n=Xx
< OIVE[e / (t— )7 u(s)llgn [10(3)]lgx ds
0
t 1 n—>\ 2
< CIVEI supt (Ol sup e o(t) [ (¢ )7 T s ds
t>0 t>0 0
1 n— n—
= C|IVE[ £ sup " [[u(t) g sup £ 0() ] g.n / (1) "5 s 1+ ds
t>0 t>0 0
= Masup7]Ju(t) [g.r sup ][ (). (4.9)
t>0 t>0
By (4.9), we obtain

supt” || B(u, v)(t)|lq.x < Masupt?||u(t)|lg.x supt”|[v(t)]lq.x-
t>0 >0 >0

4.3 Proof of Theorem 3.1

Part (i) (Existence and uniqueness): Take X = E, defined by (3.4). We denote M/ = max{ M, M},
y = G(-)up. For u,v € E,, recalling (3.5), Lemma 4.3 yields

1B(u,v)lle, = sup|[B(u,v)(t)llp.x + supt?[|B(u, v)(t)llg.x

t>0 t>0

< Msupt”[ju(t)llgx(sup [[o(t)lp.x + supt”[[o(t)q.)

>0 >0 >0
< Mljullg,llv]e,- (4.10)
Applying the Lemma 4.2 and recalling that n — A = p, we obtain
lylle, = sup||G(t)uollp,x + sup t"[|G(t)uollg.x

>0 >0

1(n—=X

< CIHUOHp,A‘i‘Czsupt”t_?( 0 Lf)”uo
t>0

|;D7>\

< Gsllugllpn <€ 4.11)
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provided that [|ug||p <6 = &. If0 <e < 717 then Lemma 4.1 implies that there is a unique
solution u € E,; of (2.9) such that [[ul| g, < 2e.

Part (ii)(Continuous dependence on initial data): Let u and v be two solutions as in Part (i)
with initial data ug and vy, respectively. We have

lu—vlg, = IG()uo+ Blu—v,u)=G(t)vo+ B(v,u—)lEg,
< NG (uo —vo)llz, + lu—vlle, (Mulle, + Mlv|e,)
< NGC)(uo — o)l e, +4Mellu —v|lg,,

and hence
(1 —4Me)|u—v|r, <[IG()(uw0 —v)llE,-

From (4.11) it follows that ||G(-)uo|| g, < C3]|ug||p,x, then
(1 —4Me)llu —v| g, < Cslluo — vollp,r-

This complete the proof of continuous dependence.
We will prove that u(-,t) — ug(-) as t — 0" in D’(R™). Firstly we show that G (¢)uy — uo.
Let w € D(R™). Since g(x — y,t) = g(y — =, 1), then (G (t)up, w) = (up, G(t)w). Therefore
G(t)up — up & (up, G(t)w — w) — 0.
Let R > 0 such that supp(w) C Bg(0) and let p’ such that i + % = 1. We have

R Muo, Gtyw —w) < R / (G — w)(@)uo()|dx
Br(0)

=

B[ G @P P B ([ jr)?

‘U()||p7,\. (4.12)

For (2.3), given p’ exists s such that L* C M, , then ||G(t)w — w||y » < |G(H)w — w]| L.
The family {g(z,t)}+>0 indexed at ¢ is an approximation of the identity in L*, ergo ||G(t)w —
w| = — 0, when t — 0T. Therefore |G (t)w — w||, al|uol[p,» — O when ¢t — 0T. Recalling R
is fixed, it follows that G (¢)ug — ug.

Hence, we need to show that B(u,u)(t) — 0as ¢ — 0" in D'(R™). For every w € D(R™), let
R > 0 such that supp(w) C Bg(0). Then, we have

IN

IN

IG(#)w = wllprx

RM(Bu,u)(),w)] < /0 R / [V2G(t — ) (VK = u)) (. $)u() drds

= /t R_’\/ V.Gt — s)(u(VK xu))(z, s)w(z)|deds.  (4.13)
0 Br(0)

X Lpt '>O0suchthat  +1 =1, withl <= % and 0 < v < £. By Holder inequality we
obtain

R a0 V.Gt — s)(u(VK *u))(z, s)w(z)|ds

1
G

R V.Gt — ) (u(VK xu))(z,s)|'dz ' w(z)| dzx l
(/BR@' (t = ) (u(VE * ), 5) ) (/BR(O)| (@) )
< VLGt = s)(u(VE *u))(s)llallw]lia-

IN

Let r > 1 such that Ii) + g = 1 and since v < £ we have 1 < r < 1. By (4.3), (2.5) and (2.6)
we obtain

V.Gt — ) (u(VE *w))(s)|ix < C(t — )35 7 [Ju(s) [l s VK1 u(s) | pr. (4.14)
Hence, by (4.13) and (4.14), we have

RA(B(u,u),w)| < LI|[w||
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where L = C||VK||; supt”| g x sup [|u]|p,x and
t>0 t>0

= Ct @ %,
Since %32 — ”2—;’\ > 0 and R is fixed, we concluded that B(u,u)(t) — 0ast — 0" in D’(R™).

Part (iii)(Symmetry): Because Lemma 4.1 was used in the proof of Part (i), we have that
solution w is the limit of the Picard sequence
ur(,t) = G(t)uo(+) and up41(-,t) = w1 (-, ¢) + B(un, un)(t), where n € N.

As g(=z,t) is even and by hypothesis ug is odd (even) thus u; is odd (even).
Now, an induction argument demonstrates that uy is odd (even), for £k > 1. Indeed, by
changing variables, a calculation shows that

B(uk, ug)(—z,t) = —B(ug, ug) (z,t) (Blug, ur)(—z,t) = B(ug, ug)(z,t)),

because K is for hypothesis odd (oven).
Therefore, since

—u(z,t) = — klirglo up(z,t) = kl;l& ug(—x,t) = u(—mx,1t)

(u(z,t) = lim ug(z,t) = lim ug(—z,t) = u(—=z,t)),
k— o0 k—o0

it follows from the uniqueness of the limit that v is odd (even).

O
4.4 Proof of Theorem 3.3
By hypothesis, we have
u(t) = G(t)ug + Blu,u)(t) 4.15)
and
v(t) = G(t)vo + B(v,v)(t). (4.16)

Subtracting the equations (4.15) and (4.16), taking the norms ¢"|| - ||4,» and || - | ,,x, We obtain the
respective inequalities

thu(,t) —v( Dllgn < tG(E)(uo = vo)llgx + ¢ B(u—v,u)(t) + B(v,u —v)(t)llg,n
= Ho(t) + Hi(t) 4.17)
and
Ju(,t) =v(B)llpa < [G#)(uo — vo)llpx + [|1B(u —v,u)(t) + B(v,u — v)(#)]|p,x
= Hz(t) + H3(t). (4.18)

From (4.9) and (4.8), the terms H; and H3 can be estimated as

Hi(t)

IN

t
_l_n=X
Ct"HVKHl/0 (t—s5)727 2 [lu(-,s) = v 8)llga(l[ul, )llgn + lv(- s)llg.0)ds

IN

t
4€||VK||IC’t"/ (t—s)_f_%ﬂu(-,s)—v(~7s)|\q7)\s_"ds
0

1
= 4€||VK||1C’/ (1—s)_%_%s_zn(ts)”\\u(-,ts)—v(~,ts)||q7)\ds (4.19)
0
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and

Hj(t)

IN

CIVK]: /0 (=) F 5 Jul8) = () lpa (1l 8) g + 00 5)g.2)ds

IN

t A
4 TENC [ (= 5)7H 7 fules) = o, 9)pas s
0

1

45||VKH10/ (1- 3)7%7%||u(~,ts) — (-, ts)|[pas"ds, (4.20)
0

respectively, because

8[u(-, 8)llgn < sups”[u(-, 8)llg,x + sup ul:, s)llpx = [lullg, < 2,
s>0 s>0

ie., |lu(-, s)|[gx < 2es7". Analogously ||v(-, s)|[q,x < 2es7". Let us set

A =1lim sup t"[|u(-,t) — v(-,t)||gx and B = lim sup [Ju(-,t) — v(-, t)|[p .

t—o00 t—o00

Computing lim sup in (4.17)—(4.18) and using (3.7), it follows that

t—o0

A

IN

lim sup Ho(t) + lim sup H,(t)

t—o0 t—o0

1
< 4g|\w<||lc/ (1—8)"2 "% s 2dsA = deMyA < 4eM A
0
and
B < lim sup H,(t) + lim sup H3(t)
t—o0 t—o0
1
< 4€HVK||1C/ (1— s)f%f%s_"dsB <4eM;B < 4¢MB.
0

By the conditions of Theorem 3.1, we have that 4¢M < 1 and as A, B > 0, we obtain that
— B=0.i i 1) — ol = i Ml 1) — v -
A=B=0,1ie, tkinoo"u( ’t) U( ’t)HpA _tlgtnoot Hu( at) U( ’t)qu\ =0.
In order to prove the reciprocal, subtracting the equations (4.15) and (4.16) similarly to the
above proof, we get

t"G(t)(uo — vo)llg.x + IG(E) (w0 — vo)|lp,x

< Ml ) = ol D)llga + 7 B(u = v,u)(t) + Bv,u —v)(£)]lg.a
Hllul 1) = v )llpa + [ Blu —v,u)(t) + B(o,u —v)(t)[lp.x
= tMult) =v(t)llgx + ult) = v(t)llpa + Hi(t) + Ha(t).  (4.21)

Considering (4.19) and (4.20), we obtain (3.7) after taking lim sup in (4.21) and using (3.8).

t—o0

O
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